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NEXT    MEETING    AUGUST 14,    11 A.M.  TO    3 P.M. 

 

 The next meeting of the Los Angeles Basketry Guild will be held on Saturday, August 14, from 11 
am until 3 pm at the Beach Cities Health District in Redondo Beach.  The featured event is a Membersõ 
Marketplace.  This is an opportunity for you to exhibit and sell your baskets as well as other craft items 
and excess materials.  We are also encouraging you to bring a friend or, if you havenõt attended a meeting 
recently, for you to come yourself, and get acquainted with the Guild.  Be sure to bring cash and/or 
checks to pay for your purchases, since we wonõt be able to handle credit cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Completing the morningõs agenda will be a short business meeting.  Books from the library willed 
to us by Lois Rainwater will be available for checkout.  If you checked some out at the last meeting, re-
member to return them and use your deposit for a new batch.  
 Lunch will be a potluck, so please bring a salad, entrée, or dessert for six.  Be sure to bring the ap-
propriate serving utensils, labeled with your name.  
 In the afternoon, member Aviva Weiner will present a mini -workshop on stamping, which can be 
used to add a decorative touch to labels for your work or other items.  Aviva is planning to bring her ex-
tensive set of stamps for our use, but feel free to bring your own favorites. 

The Mini workshop by JoAnne 
Cook at the May 15 meeting 
had Carol Longren, Hertha 
Chalfant,  Aviva Weiner & 
others cheerfully  at work on 
five strand braiding.  

If you are planning to sell items, we suggest the following:  
 Bring plenty of small bills and coins for making change.  

 Bring wrapping materials and bags.  

 Bring a receipt book or paper in case people want a receipt. 



FROM   THE   DIRECTOR ...  

 

What a super retreat we had on March 26 - 28!  The 

weather was great and, of course, so were the classes 

and camaraderie.  This year the teachers and the 

classes were:  Peggie Wilcox taught using bulrush, 

JoAnn Catsos taught using black ash splint, and 

Lanny Bergner taught using wire mesh.  Many 

thanks go to all who participated and all who helped, 

with special thanks to Suzye Ogoawa and Judy 

Robelotto for organizing things so well. 

 

Our last meeting was held on Saturday, May 15.  In 

the afternoon, member JoAnne Cook presented a 

great mini-workshop on 5-strand (or 7 or 9) braid-

ing.  JoAnne started us out braiding with five differ-

ent colors, to get the hang of it.  Then she turned us 

loose to experiment with our choice of numerous 

other materials that sheôd prepared. 

 

For our next meeting, to be held on Saturday, Au-

gust 14, we are trying something new: a Membersô 

Marketplace.  We know that many of you are in-

volved in crafts other than basketry, so this is an op-

portunity to sell your baskets and other work, as well 

as excess materials.  We are also encouraging you to 

bring a friend or, if you havenôt attended a meeting 

recently, to come yourself and check us out.  In the 

afternoon, Aviva Weiner will give a mini-workshop 

on stamping, which can be used to decorate labels 

for your work and other items. 

 

Rosalie Friis-Ross is teaching a knotting workshop 

on September 24 - 26.  See details elsewhere in this 

newsletter.  Only a few openings remain, so be sure 

to send in your deposit as soon as possible if you are 

interested in taking the class. 

 

The final meeting of the year will be held on Sun-

day, November 14, when we will celebrate the 

Guildôs 25th anniversary. 

 

All meetings will be held at the Beach Cities Health 

District in Redondo Beach; we will no longer meet 

at the Museum of Natural History.  There were sev-

eral reasons for this change, including the fact that 

the room size was reduced by the reconstruction 

work.  We will continue alternating our meetings 

between Saturdays and Sundays, unless we run into 

problems with room availability.   

 
Dear Members of the Los Angeles Basketry 

Guild, 

 

Thank you so much for your very generous do-

nation to Carpinteria Beautiful in honor of my 

husband, Danny.  We were married for 51 years.  

I miss him terribly. I was fortunate to be able to 

take care of him at home with the help of Hospice.  

His hospital bed looked out to the ocean. 

 

Your donation to Carpinteria Beautiful will be 

put to good use.  I have belonged to this organiza-

tion for many years and am so proud of what 

they do for our wonderful town. 

 

Thanks you to those of you who sent me dear, 

loving notes.  I appreciate every singe one. 

 

My life is different ð but the same.  I will always 

be married to Danny.  It is hart to believe that he 

is not here. 

 

Thanks you again.   

 

With much love, Judy Mulford 

 
Our heartfelt condolences to Judy Mulford, founder of 
the Los Angeles Basketry Guild, who lost her husband 
Danny this past April.   
 
Judy ran the Guild single-
handedly for its first 15 
years, until she and Danny 
relocated to Carpinteria. 
 
  We received the following 
message from her in re-
sponse to our expressions 
of condolence: 

     Aging-by-the-sea, 2004 

A  NOTE   FROM   JUDY  MULFORD...  



KNOTTING   WORKSHOP  
 

Rosalie Friis-Ross will teach a class "Shaping Space with Knots" on Friday thru Sun-

day, September 24, 25, and 26, 2010, from 9:30am-3:30pm. 

 

Knotting is an ancient and portable off-loom technique Ed Rossbach brought back to 

the contemporary fiber art world in the 1960's.  Diane Itter, Jane Sauer and Patti Lech-

man were among several artists developing it as their primary medium.  The repetitious 

manipulation of one simple knot accumulates to form a firm expressive fabric to cover a 

form.  For this class, the student will bring a simple Styrofoam shape ready for knot-

ting.  Depending on one's level of experience and comfort, one can also knot free form 

or use an existing form.  Waxed linen thread will be the primary knotting element, a flexible, durable and 

forgiving material. 

  

Among the skills students will learn are the basic knot, core size variation, increasing and decreasing threads, 

addition of color and ending.  The potential with knotting is to create individual authentic work.  Knotting 

used in combination with other off-loom techniques will be demonstrated. 

  

A collection of completed knotted work by accomplished artists will be on hand for inspiration and apprecia-

tion.  This course will be further supported with documentation of other artists' work nationwide. Beginners 

and experienced knotters are welcome.  There is always more to learn.  If a student has a piece that needs to 

be finished this would be a good opportunity to do that along with developing additional knotting techniques. 

  

The class fee is $225 for members and $245 for non-members, which includes a two-year Guild member-

ship.  The class will be held at Leah Danberg's home. Lunch and snacks will be provided.  A $50 non-

refundable deposit will hold your space with full payment due August 1st.  Make checks payable to L.A. 

Basketry Guild and mail to Leah Danberg, 1131 S. La Jolla Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90035.  Supply list to 

follow upon registration.  For further information, contact Leah at (323) 935-9658 or to_leah@pacbell.net. 

 MEMBER   NEWS...  

Misti Washington Gourd and Basket Guild is presenting 
ά¢ƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ !ǊǘέΣ wŀƴŎƘƻ .ǳŜƴŀ ±ƛǎǘŀ !ŘƻōŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ 
Vista, California, July 1  to August 28, 2010.  Baskets by 
many Misti Washington members. 

tŜƎƎȅ ²ƛŜŘŜƳŀƴƴ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ άCƛōŜǊ /ŜƭŜōǊŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ нлмлέΣ ¢ƻƛƴǘƻƴ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ !ǊǘǎΣ ¦ƴƛƻƴ /ƻƭπ
ony Civic Center, Greeley, Colorado, June 4 to July 11, 
2010. 

Carol Lang, Polly Jacobs Giacchina, and Peggy Wiedemann 
ƘŀǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ά/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ CƛōŜǊǎΥ aȅǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ aŜŀƴπ
ƛƴƎǎέΣ ²ƻƻŘŜƴ /ƻǿ DŀƭƭŜǊȅΣ !ƭōǳǉǳŜǊǉǳŜΣ bŜǿ aŜȄƛŎƻΣ 
July 17 to July 30, 201. 

Polly Jacob Giacchina and Peggy Wiedemann are in a new 
book, The Daily Book of Art, Walter Foster Publishing  

TIPSé 

Christie a member of the Michigan Guild, has been experimenting 
with cooking pine needles with glycerin in the oven.  This makes for 
very flexible and beautiful dark brown needles.  Using an oven gives 
more control over the temperature.  ...From Traverse Area Basketry 

Guild, May 2010 

Advice to Basketmakers 
 

Prepare yourself mentally for basketmaking.  Think about what you are going 
to doðnever approach basketmaking with a sign or lackadaisically. Good 
results are difficult when indifference predominates.  Never try to basketmake 
with a sink full of dirty dishes or beds unmade.  When there are urgent house-
keeping chores, do these first so your mind is free to enjoy our basketmaking.  
When you basketmake, keep a little bag of sweets near you and stretch your 
fingers at intervals.  Keep all working materials well soaked.  Make yourself as 
attractive as possible.  Put on a clean dress.  Have your hair in order, powder 
and lipstick on.  If you are constantly fearful that a visitor will drop in or your 
husband will come home and you will not look nearly put together, you will not 
enjoy your basketmaking and the result will not be as it should. 

Text revised and adapted for basketmakers from a 1949 Singer Sewing Man-

ual! ...ðfrom BABM Newsletter 



ñWeaving Black Ashò with Jo Ann Kelly Catsos  

                             by Joanne Cook 

 

While I love learning something new, there is also something to be said for just 

getting better at something you already know. At my first Basketry Retreat about 

5 years ago, I took the Jo Ann Kelly Catsos black ash workshop.  We each made 

two small catôs head baskets.  Although I was then fairly new to basketry, and 

had never worked with wood splints, I never felt intimidated or over-

whelmed.  Under JoAnnôs expert guidance I made two of my finest baskets. To 

this day I am inordinately proud of them. While I am not one who hankers for 

precision and near-perfection, there is something about JoAnnôs baskets that 

seems nearly divine. They are delicate and yet firm, understated and yet elegant, 

true to the materialôs origin, and yet unmistakably hand made.  To me, the design 

of her baskets represent the ultimate combination of nature and humanity.  

  

When it came time to decide which workshop to attend during the 2010 Retreat, 

I knew at once that I wanted to continue learning more from Jo Ann Cat-

sos.  This time our projects were on a smaller scale, so there was a better chance 

of completing two baskets during the weekend.  We had an array of basket de-

signs to pick from, including a relatively simple twill catôs head for first-timers, 

or a quatrefoil for the intrepid. Most people completed their baskets, and they 

were gorgeous, every one. I bit off a little more than I could chew, selecting a 

twill design that changes abruptly at the center of each side.  I called the basket 

ñOf Two Mindsò when I designed it, but for a while I wondered if I should have 

called it ñOut of My Mindò instead.  I did eventually complete it, and itôs pretty 

swell. 

   

Jo Annôs skill at knowing when to step in to help and when to let you carry on 

alone was spot on.  Her ability to see a mistake at twenty paces was uncanny--or 

at least was until we learned that mistakes are easier to spot from a distance.  We 

learned to stand back from our work and squint! 

Jo Ann also taught us a great deal about how 

black ash splints are made. It gave us a hearty 

appreciation of the time and skill required to pro-

vide us with such exquisite material. After this 

second workshop with Jo Ann, I was glad I had 

signed on for more.  With a teacher this skilled, I 

would happily go for a third round. 

 
 

  

 

Jo Ann Catsos, 2nd from left. 

Suzye Ogawa and Paul Klopfenstein 
ð Lanny Bergnerôs class 

Saralee Antrim-SaizanðJoAnne Catsosô 
class 

Peggie Wilcoxôs ñNatural Beginningsò class 

Los Angeles Basketry Guildõs 2010 Retreat 


